
SANDWELL CHILDREN’S SAFEGUARDING PARTNERSHIP  

7 Minute Briefing – CSPR National Panel Annual Report 

5 – 2020 Priorities 

Better balance between learning 

from incidents and learning from 

effective child protection practice. 

Partners will be invited to submit 

examples of good practice. 

Annual stocktake of CP practice with 

high ambitions to ensure the most 

vulnerable children get the 

protection they need.  

Changes in policy e.g. whether it is 

time to reorganise thinking ‘on the 

ground’ now new statutory 

arrangements are in place. 

Consider how to strengthen 

information exchange, risk 

assessment and decision making; 

whether there are effective checks 

and balances in guidance; using 

evidence to enhance multi agency 

working; new focus for building 

evidence to support practice. 
 

4 – Key repeat themes 

Over optimism in practice 

decisions. 

Issues with information sharing, risk 

assessment and decision making. 

Incidents involving children who 

were returned home post court 

proceedings. 

Adults with a history of offending 

were not always tracked sufficiently 

by MAPPA or probation. 

Lack of evidence of the child’s voice 

where autism, poor mental health 

and high risk of suicide was present. 

Missing men – primary focus of 

services, interventions and 

assessments was on mothers. 

How to raise concerns about 

children who are home educated. 

Widespread use of written 

agreements which had little or no 

effect. 

Knowing how to resolve 

professional disputes and escalate 

concerns effectively. 

 

 

3 – National Reviews 2020 

‘It was hard to escape’ – 

Safeguarding children at risk from 

criminal exploitation (published 

March 2020) 

Sudden Unexpected Deaths in 

Childhood (SUDIC) 

Non accidental injuries to babies 

under the age of 1 

Suicides; the secure estate and 

serious violence and Looked After 

Children (LAC) 

 

 

 

 

 

1 – Who are the Child Safeguarding Practice 

Review Panel? 

The panel is the independent commissioner of 

reviews into serious child safeguarding cases 

with a view to improving learning, professional 

practice and outcomes for children. 

Statutory guidance in ‘Working Together’ sets 

out how the panel operates however the panel 

is independent of the government. The panel 

supervises the production and quality of 

reviews.  

The panel is chaired by Edward Timpson CBE. 

 

 

 

 

7 – Safeguarding in Sandwell 

The SCSP is underpinned by 

guidance in Working Together 

2018 and the Children and Social 

Work Act 2017. 

We plan and deliver a catalogue 

of safeguarding training to 

colleagues across Sandwell in line 

with local need. 

We identify and oversee all 

learning reviews and CSPRs. 

We play a key role in developing 

local practice in line with our 

strategic priorities, with 

particular focus currently on 

neglect and implementation of 

the Graded Care Profile 2. 

We quality assure all single and 

multi agency work to ensure the 

needs of children living in 

Sandwell are met. 
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6 – Key Statistics  

20% of cases were about a young person 

aged between 11 and 15 years 

 

4 children died and 7 children suffered 

serious harm through neglect who were 

home educated 

 

49 cases referred to the National Panel 

were about children who had been 

returned home post court proceedings 

 

41% of reviews featured concerns about 

poor information sharing 

 

Only 51% of rapid reviews completed 

with 15 day timescale 

 

 

For further 7 Minute Briefings please see… 

https://www.sandwellcsp.org.uk/quality-

assurance/learning-from-audits/ 

2- Key Statistics 2018-19 

538 Rapid Reviews submitted 

126 Serious Case Reviews completed 

54% of cases known to Children’s Services at the time of the incident: 

13% (70 children) on Child Protection plans, 15% (80 children) were 

Looked After Children (LAC) 

35% of cases featured domestic abuse 

Almost 1/3 of cases were about a child under the age of 1 

https://www.sandwellcsp.org.uk/quality-assurance/learning-from-audits/
https://www.sandwellcsp.org.uk/quality-assurance/learning-from-audits/

