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Special Points to Note: 
 

Anti Bullying Week 16th 
November 2020—20th November 

2020 
 

Anti Bullying Alliance 
Anti-Bullying Week 2020: United 
Against Bullying 
 

Anti Bullying Resources 

Mentally Healthy Schools 
 

Anti-Bullying toolkit  

Respect Me  
 

Types of bullying 
Bullying can happen anywhere and 
be about anything. ChildLine's got 
advice about different types of 
bullying, and how you can get help 
and support. 
 

Other News 
 

Parent Zone  
have launched their new app Ollee.  
An early-intervention tool that will 
help 8-11 year olds with their 
emotional wellbeing and encourage 
communication within families.  
 

Dove Self-Esteem Project 
Uniquely Me is a collection of 
articles and activities that help 
young people build self-esteem. 
 

Undertaking remote teaching 
safely 
information to help you carry out 
remote teaching safely NSPCC 
 

Our Future: supporting young 
people affected by domestic abuse 
Our Future is a project working 
with schools across the Black 
Country to support children and 
young people affected by domestic 
abuse BCWA 
 

Protective measures for holiday or 
after-school clubs and other out-of
-school settings for children during 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak—Gov.UK 

Useful Contact Numbers 
MASH - SPOC : 0121 569 3100          LA Prevent Team:  0121 569 2252  
Tipton COG: 0121 569 7291                   Wednesbury COG: 0121 569 7294 
West Bromwich COG: 0121 569 7293         Oldbury COG: 0121 569 7295 
Rowley COG: 0121 569 7296          Smethwick COG:  0121 569 7297 
LADO: 0121 569 4770           Exploitation Team: 0121  569 2524/8391 

 

Welcome to November’s edition of Sandwell Education Newsletter, where  we  aim to update you on all things safeguarding in 
education, including potential training opportunities and useful links. 

Coping with lockdown changes 
 

It can be hard to cope when what 
you’re allowed to do keeps changing. 
Here is child lines guidance to helping 
children cope with these changes. 
Keep social distancing  
Remember that wearing masks, 
washing your hands and staying more 
than a metre away from people you 
don’t live with can help keep 
everyone safe. 
Stay in touch with people 
Keep meeting people safely if you’re 
allowed to, and use video-calls if you 
can’t. If you’re struggling to speak to 
people, it can help to arrange a time 
when you’re both free to catch-up. 
Keep yourself motivated  
If you’re not able to go to clubs or do 
things that have just started again, 
remind yourself that you still can in 
the future. Think about fun things you 
could do instead, or new things you 
can learn. 
Remember your achievements  
2020 may have been difficult for you 
in lots of ways. Whatever’s happened, 
take time to remind yourself that 
you’ve gotten through it and think 
about what you’ve achieved. 
ChildlLine—0800 1111 

 
A Perfect Storm 
National domestic abuse charity Women’s Aid releases a new report: A 
Perfect Storm – The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on domestic 
abuse survivors and the services supporting them.  The report shows 
how domestic abuse has worsened during the Covid-19 pandemic.— 
Women’s Aid 

Instagram most recorded platform used 
in child grooming crimes during 
lockdown 
 

Freedom of Information responses from 38 
police forces in England and Wales show that 
1,220 offences of sexual communication with 
a child were recorded in the first 3 months of 
lockdown. The figures show Instagram 
increasingly being used in online grooming 
offences. The data from our research shows: 
 

• Instagram was used in 37% of cases where 
the platform was recorded, compared 
with 29% over the previous three years. 

• Facebook-owned apps (Instagram, 
Facebook, WhatsApp) were used in 51% of 
cases where the type of communication 
was recorded. 

• Snapchat was used in 20% of cases for 
which data was available. 

 

Offences have also increased annually in the 3 
years before lockdown. NSPCC are 
campaigning for new rules to make tech 
companies put safety first through - The 
Online Harms Bill to find out more or sign the  
petition please click here

https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week
https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week
https://mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/media/2286/anti-bullying-week-toolkit.pdf
https://respectme.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/TBYT-Toolkit-final.pdf
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/types-bullying/
https://parentzone.org.uk/ollee/for-parents
https://www.dove.com/uk/dove-self-esteem-project/help-for-parents/uniquely-me-a-tool-to-help-build-positive-body-confidence.html
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2020/march/undertaking-remote-teaching-safely
https://blackcountrywomensaid.co.uk/our-future-supporting-young-people-affected-by-domestic-abuse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protective-measures-for-holiday-or-after-school-clubs-and-other-out-of-school-settings-for-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/coping-lockdown-changes/
https://www.womensaid.org.uk/covid-19-resource-hub-support-resources/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2020/instagram-grooming-crimes-children-lockdown/


SCSP Update 
As we continue to learn from practice in the Sandwell Children’s Safeguarding Partnership 
(SCSP) we are sharing the learning from 2 Serious Case Reviews (SCR) that were 
commissioned and transferred under the auspices of the former Sandwell Safeguarding 

Children’s Board (SSCB) for completion.  Although we are unable to publish the final reports at this stage, the 
National Safeguarding Panel have agreed for us to share the Learning Notes from the following 2 cases:  
Child LS – the learning notes from this SCR can be found here. 
Child MS – the learning note from this SCR is available here. 
Walsall Safeguarding Partnership released learning notes from one of their SCRs and these can be found here. 
 

Training 
To book a place on training or to complete eLearning modules click here – this includes GCP2 training and the new 
Childhood Regained (Exploitation) training.   
There is also an exciting opportunity to become a GCP2 trainer, for further information 
please email SCSP_GCP2@sandwell.gov.uk.  
 

NEW! Private Fostering Video on SCSP Website, please click on the image to view the video: 

Dealing with disclosures 

If a child discloses harm to any staff member it must be 
remembered that the school role is to recognise and 
refer abuse, not to investigate. If the child makes a clear 
disclosure and has an injury it is important to remember 
you MUST NOT speak to parents / guardians regarding 
this. A child making an allegation of abuse or neglect may 
lead to a criminal investigation which may mean any 
actions you take could jeopardise any conviction or place 
the child at further risk.  Under the GDPR and Data 
Protection Act 2018, information  may be shared without 
consent if in your judgement, there is a lawful basis to do 
so, such as where safety may be at risk. You will need to 
base your judgement on the facts of the case. Relevant 
personal information can be shared lawfully if it is to 
keep a child or individual at risk safe from neglect or 
physical, emotional or mental harm, or if it is protecting 
their physical, mental, or emotional well-being. 
Circumstances in which sharing confidential information 
when making a referral without consent will normally be 
justified in the public interest: 
• When there is evidence that the child is suffering or is 

likely to suffer Significant Harm; or 
• There is reasonable cause to believe that a child may 

be suffering or is likely to suffer Significant Harm; or 
• To prevent Significant Harm arising to children and 

young people or serious harm to adults, including 
through the prevention, detection and prosecution of 
serious crime. 

If you are unsure whether consent is needed please 
ensure appropriate advice is sought from MASH. 

Ofsted: Children hardest hit by 
COVID-19 pandemic are 
regressing in basic skills and 
learning 
Ofsted has published its second 

report on the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic across 
the sectors it inspects and regulates. The report finds 
that some children, of all ages and backgrounds, have 
lost some basic skills and learning as a result of school 
closures and restrictions on movement. The impact of 
the pandemic finds that children who were hardest hit 
by school closures and restrictions have regressed in 
some basic skills and learning. Some young children, 
who were previously potty-trained, have lapsed back 
into nappies, particularly those whose parents were 
unable to work flexibly. Older children have lost stamina 
in their reading and writing, some have lost physical 
fitness, others show signs of mental distress, including 
an increase in eating disorders and self-harm. Concerns 
remain about children who were out of sight during 
school closures, with falling referrals to social care 
teams raising fears that domestic neglect, exploitation 
or abuse is going undetected.  Full report—Gov.uk    

Changes to checks for EU sanctions on EEA teachers 

from 1 January 2021 

How schools should carry out pre- employment checks 
on teachers coming from the EU, Iceland, Liechtenstein 
and Norway (EEA) from 1 January 2021. The UK has left 
the EU, and the transition period after Brexit comes to 
an end this year. Department for Education  
 You can also read about the transition period.  

Data Analysis Comparison and the effects of COVD-19 per child  1st September —31st October 2020  

         01/09/18—31/08/19 01/09/19—31/08/20    Increase  01/09/20-31/10/2020             

>   Domestic Abuse incidents:                       7621   8531      910   1372                 

>   Urgent Child Protection—STRAT:        1642    1877      235     324           

>   Domestic Abuse Triage:         1095   3032    1937      671 

>   MASH discussions:           739   1122      383       92                

>   Total amount of children affected :     10002                              11530    1528   1788            

                   

https://www.sandwellchildrenstrust.org/ls-learning-notes/
https://www.sandwellchildrenstrust.org/ms-learning-notes/
https://www.sandwellcsp.org.uk/case-reviews/learning-from-local-reviews/scr-publications/
https://training.sandwelllscb.org.uk/
mailto:SCSP_GCP2@sandwell.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-children-hardest-hit-by-covid-19-pandemic-are-regressing-in-basic-skills-and-learning
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
https://www.gov.uk/transition

