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Special Points to Note: 
 
Restricting attendance during the 
national lockdown: schools 
Guidance on Gov.Uk 
 

Critical workers and vulnerable 
children who can access schools or 
educational settings 

Gov.UK 
 

What parents and carers need to 
know about early years providers, 
schools and colleges  
Gov.uk 
 

Providing school meals during the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 
Gov.UK 
 

Advice for schools leaders with staff 
that may have concerns about their 
safety when coming into school 
NASBTT 
 

Lockdown advice and resources 
2021 are available on Parent Zone  
 

Covid Winter Grant Scheme 

funding specifically for families 
facing financial hardship as a direct 
result of the impact of Covid-19  
Sandwell.gov 
 

Parental Control 
How to use parental controls on 
popular gaming devices NSPCC 
 

Changes to checks for EU 
sanctions on EEA teachers 
How schools should carry out pre-
employment checks on teachers 
coming from the EU, Iceland, 
Liechtenstein and Norway (EEA) 
from 1 January 2021.  Gov.UK 
 

Connexions Sandwell annual 
careers event 
Monday 25th January 2021 and 
then every evening until Friday 29 
January 2021. It will run from 
5.30pm – 6.30pm through 
Microsoft Teams.   
Connexions Sandwell 

Useful Contact Numbers 
MASH - SPOC : 0121 569 3100          LA Prevent Team:  0121 569 2252  
Tipton COG: 0121 569 7291                   Wednesbury COG: 0121 569 7294 
West Bromwich COG: 0121 569 7293         Oldbury COG: 0121 569 7295 
Rowley COG: 0121 569 7296          Smethwick COG:  0121 569 7297 
LADO: 0121 569 4770           Exploitation Team: 0121  569 2524/8391 

 

Welcome to January’s edition of Sandwell Education Newsletter, where  we  aim to update you on all things safeguarding in 
education, including potential training opportunities and useful links. 

Education unions 
need answers from 
education secretary 

Safety concerns for staff about increased pupil 
numbers. The National Education Union and 
UNISON have today (Friday) written to education 
secretary Gavin Williamson raising concerns 
about the effect a significant extension to the 
number of pupils allowed back into school will 
have on Coronavirus transmission rates. The 
unions say they have been continually left in the 
dark about scientific evidence driving the 
decision-making on school openings, despite the 
obvious risks to school staff, pupils, their families, 
and the wider community. The Department for 
Education (DfE) has this week expanded the 
number of pupils classed as vulnerable, to 
include those who have difficulties with learning 
online from home. This will mean a large influx of 
children heading back into school that will 
disproportionately increase the numbers 
attending in deprived areas, potentially driving 
up the risk of transmission in poorer locations. In 
their letter, the NEU and UNISON say they must 
be given the data that informed these decisions 
and be involved in key discussions involving the 
safety of staff. See full article here  

The impact of the coronavirus pandemic 
on child welfare: schools 
This briefing focuses on what children are telling 
Childline about school. Key themes include: 
• learning during lockdown 
• attending school during lockdown 
• transitioning back to school 
• COVID secure measures in school 
• being sent home to self-isolate 
• Bullying 
• support and safety. 
Full briefing here  

Safeguarding during 
Remote Learning & 
Lockdowns 

Given the latest nationwide 
lockdown and duty to provide 
remote education,  the following 
website LGfL Coronavirus 
Safeguarding page provides the 
following useful guidance and 
resources  to support in remote 
learning, support for DSLs, staff, 
parents & pupils 
 

Parents - keeping children safe 
during home learning and online 
tutoring 
DSLs and SLT - updated policy 
templates for remote learning 
Staff - safeguarding considerations 
for remote tech and RSHE ideas 
Zoom, Teams and Google Meet 
settings and guidance 
Student activities 
 

counterextremism.lgfl.net – practical 
implementation of the Prevent duty 
as part of a whole school approach 
saferesources.lgfl.net – safeguarding 
resource portal where you can filter 
by topic, key stage and audience 
fakenews.lgfl.net – resources to 
promote critical thinking online 
safepolicies.lgfl.net – updated 
templates for school policies and 
AUPs for Sept 2020 
digisafedigest.lgfl.net – RSHE online 
safety quiz with scenarios and 
feedback to promote classroom 
discussion 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=4493ba16-e0eb-4840-9121-4e6cd72207a8&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951035/210108_Parents_Guidance_vF.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools
https://www.nasbtt.org.uk/advice-for-schools-leaders-with-staff-that-may-have-concerns-about-their-safety-when-coming-into-school/
https://parentzone.org.uk/lockdown-advice-and-resources
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200354/coronavirus_advice/4560/covid_winter_grant_scheme
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/how-to-set-up-parental-controls-on-popular-gaming-devices/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/changes-to-checks-for-eu-sanctions-on-eea-teachers-from-1-january-2021
https://www.connexionssandwell.co.uk/news/new-year-new-start-2021/
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/press-release/2021/01/education-unions-need-answers-education-secretary/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/2490/impact-of-coronavirus-pandemic-on-child-welfare-schools.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fremote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19%23schools-duty-to-provide-remote-education&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGAFMo-hYDw4k22TMRn64EO9s1dwA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fremote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19%23schools-duty-to-provide-remote-education&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGAFMo-hYDw4k22TMRn64EO9s1dwA
https://coronavirus.lgfl.net/
https://coronavirus.lgfl.net/
http://counterextremism.lgfl.org.uk/
https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/resource-centre?s=25
https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/resource-centre?s=25
https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/resource-centre?s=24
https://www.lgfl.net/SearchResults.aspx?find=rshe


SCSP Update 
On 21/12/20, the SCSP published an Executive Summary and the Learning Notes regarding Child NS. 
The case is a reminder of the risks associated with co-sleeping with young babies, particularly when 
under the influence of drugs or alcohol. The report highlighted the need to provide support to all family 

members (including fathers and siblings), especially after a traumatic event such as a neonatal death. The full summary and 
learning can be found here: https://www.sandwellcsp.org.uk/case-reviews/learning-from-local-reviews/scr-publications/  
 

GCP2 train dates are available here.   
 

A 7 minute briefing outlining the key changes made by the Government on 9 December 2020 to Working Together To 
Safeguard Children 2018 can be found using the following link https://www.sandwellcsp.org.uk/key-safeguarding-issues/sub-
groups/news/ 

Data Analysis per child  1st December 2020 —31st December 2020  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF INCIDENTS                         OUTCOMES FOR ALL INCIDENTS                 

>   Domestic Abuse incidents:                         677 >   Section 47—Child Protection:       63              

>   Urgent Child Protection—STRAT:             92 >   Single Assessment—Managed with children social care:          86    
>   Domestic Abuse Triage:       295 >   Universal Services—Single agency, targeted support:       118           
>   MASH discussions:               61            >  Early Help       43            
>   Total amount of children affected :                                     830 >   NFA—No role for children's service:       136          

Citizens Advice 
Sandwell & 
Walsall have 
received a 
financial grant 

from the British Gas Energy Trust to 
fund a Budgeting Buddies Project.  
The initiative aims to help residents of 
Sandwell and Walsall gain control of 
household finances and assist them in 
avoiding energy debt. The project will 
not only help clients financially and 
practically but improve mental health 
and wellbeing. Support Workers, known 
as Financial Capability Advisers, will work 
with clients to give practical advice and 
deliver hands-on support. They will help 
them to have confidence in financial 
decision making, managing money and 
give invaluable support to people 
impacted by fuel poverty and energy 
debt, as a result of the pandemic. Many 
families were struggling prior to the 
pandemic and now face even further 
hardship  SCVO 
Budgeting Buddies will be able to help 
with: 
• Making savings with everyday bills 
• Benefit checks 
• Energy saving tips and grants available 
• Budgeting 
• Debt – signposting into our debt team 
• Understanding bills 

DBS Certificates and Visits to schools.  
There have been a few reports that Social workers and Family support workers are sometimes finding it hard to get into 
schools to talk to children without producing a valid DBS check. If an appointment has been made or you have been contacted 
by the MASH team you should be aware the social worker is due and that to be in their role they must have enhanced DBS 
Clearance, they do not carry these with them. Please be reassured that if they produce a Sandwell Childrens Trust ID badge 
they will have had all the appropriate checks and therefore should be allowed access. Could all school staff be made aware of 
this to deter from any delays. If an ID badge is not produced or you are still unsure, please contact the MASH/COG or 
department the worker is representing.  

Livestreaming and online video apps 
Children and teenagers are likely to be spending more 
time on livestreaming and video apps because of 

coronavirus. While many children will be using livestreaming or video apps to talk 
to friends or family they can’t see in person, some children may be talking to 
people they don’t know or sharing personal information without realising.  

What are livestreaming and video apps? 
Livestreaming is broadcasting to an audience in ‘real’ time. The audience can leave 
comments, or give likes and kudos to the person streaming. Some platforms let 
several people livestream at the same time. There are livestreaming apps like 
Twitch and Yubo, but young people can livestream on other social media 
platforms, including Facebook and Instagram. Many young people also post pre-
recorded videos on video apps like YouTube and Vimeo, tik tok or video chat in 
groups or one-to-one, using apps like WhatsApp. Video conferencing apps such as 
Zoom and IMO are also becoming increasingly popular during lockdown. 
 

What are the risks of livestreaming and video apps? 

Children can feel pressured 
Livestreaming and video chat happens in real time, young people may feel under 
pressure to behave in a certain way so that people will keep watching their 
channel.  
Children may communicate with people they don’t know. 
On some livestreaming apps and websites children can talk to people they don't 
know online. It helps to explore different websites that children like to use and 
check how risky they are to help decide what's appropriate for your child.  
Videos being recorded or shared without consent 
Video conversations can be recorded and shared across other social networks, 
without knowledge or consent. Your child may lose control over their video and 
where it's been shared.  
Children may receive nasty or negative comments 
Your child may feel upset or embarrassed if they’ve received nasty comments from 
other users on video or livestreaming apps. 
 

Further information / guidance can be found on NSPCC Website or Net Aware 

https://www.sandwellcsp.org.uk/case-reviews/learning-from-local-reviews/scr-publications/
https://training.sandwelllscb.org.uk/event-detail/%3DYTO2ATM/GCP2
https://www.sandwellcsp.org.uk/key-safeguarding-issues/sub-groups/news/
https://www.sandwellcsp.org.uk/key-safeguarding-issues/sub-groups/news/
https://www.scvo.info/citizens-advice-budgeting-buddies-project/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/twitch/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/yubo/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/youtube/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/zoom/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/livestreaming-online-video-apps/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/video-livestreaming/

