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Welcome to March’s edition of Sandwell Education Newsletter, where we aim to update you on all things safeguarding in education,
including potential training opportunities and useful links.

Special Points to Note:

Guidance
for
schools:
coronavirus (COVID-19)
What school leaders, teachers and
school staff need to do during the
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
Gov.UK

Face coverings in Education
Guidance on the use of face
coverings for settings that teach
year 7 and above Gov.UK

Rapid lateral flow testing for
households and bubbles of
school pupils and staff
Gov.uk

Actions for schools during the
coronavirus outbreak
What all schools will need to do
during the coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak. Gov.UK

Coronavirus
(COVID-19)
briefing: safeguarding guidance
and information for schools
NSPCC Learning

Coronavirus
briefing:
safeguarding guidance and
information for early years
providers NSPCC Learning

Online contact and staying safe
Find out how to help children stay
safe from abuse online
Think u know
Women's Aid launch the new
Expect Respect Toolkit
This free toolkit looks at healthy
relationships
with
young
people and is for use in schools

Awarding qualifications in
summer 2021
What schools, colleges and
students need to know about the
arrangements for awarding GCSEs,
AS and A levels, VTQs etc in
summer 2021. GOV.UK

Coronavirus:
transitioning back to
school
Coronavirus (COVID-19)
restrictions
are
gradually being lifted across the UK, beginning
with schools welcoming back children who
they might not have seen face-to-face since
before Christmas. But things are not yet back
to normal and schools still have a lot to
consider. Many schools are operating a
phased return and social distancing measures
will continue for everyone. Remote teaching
will still be in place for children who are
unable to attend school in person, for
example if they need to self-isolate. Staff
might be working with different groups of
children than they’re used to, and some may
be unable to work in school because they are
shielding or self-isolating. Some people might
have caring responsibilities and others may
have been bereaved during the pandemic.
As children return to school, it’s important to
ensure that they are kept safe and that
everybody, including parents, carers and staff
feel supported. NSPCC pulled together some
resources to help you support children and
young people at this time.
Click here to view more about:
• safeguarding and child protection
policies and procedures
• recognising and responding to concerns
• the impact of coronavirus on children’s
mental health
• supporting children’s mental health and
wellbeing.
Also available are podcast about how schools
have adapted to the coronavirus pandemic.
Podcast: returning to school post-lockdown

Harmful online challenges and
online hoaxes
Direct Gov is offering non-statutory
advice aims to support designated
safeguarding
leads
(DSL)
or
equivalents, and senior leadership
teams to respond effectively to
incidents involving harmful online
challenges and online hoaxes.
This applies to all schools and colleges
in England. It may also be useful for
other education settings.
It includes advice on:
• preparing in advance for any online
challenges and hoaxes
• safeguarding children and young
people
• sharing information with parents
and carers
• where to get help and support

Return to School
Resources
Place2Be has put
together a series of
resources focused
on
community
recovery, to help headteachers and
school staff start to bring their
schools back together following recent
challenging times. Drawing on themes
including
hope,
gratitude
and
connectedness, these assembly and
class activity ideas are intended as a
universal resource for all children, and
staff are invited to use them as starting
points to promote emotional wellbeing
and resilience for all. Place 2 Be

Useful Contact Numbers
MASH - SPOC : 0121 569 3100
Tipton COG: 0121 569 7291
West Bromwich COG: 0121 569 7293
Rowley COG: 0121 569 7296
LADO: 0121 569 4770

LA Prevent Team: 0121 569 2252
Wednesbury COG: 0121 569 7294
Oldbury COG: 0121 569 7295
Smethwick COG: 0121 569 7297
Exploitation Team: 0121 569 2524/8391

SCSP Update
New GCP2 dates for April, May and June available through SCSP website:
https://training.sandwelllscb.org.uk/ Please note, to access this training you must first complete the
SCSP Neglect eLearning module, this can be accessed here: https://training.sandwelllscb.org.uk/
elearning-detail/%3D%3DQNwQjN/SCSP-Neglect-Awareness

SCSP Training for April 2021 – March 2022 are now live—Including NEW Hidden Men and Becoming Trauma Responsive
Training. All training can be booked here: https://training.sandwelllscb.org.uk/

Podcast: building children and young people's digital
resilience

Looking after a child or young
person's mental health

NSPCC Learning has released a podcast looking at the
NSPCC's InCtrl service, designed to prevent technologyassisted child sexual abuse by supporting children and young
people to build digital resilience. The podcast discusses:
concerns that lead to children being referred to InCtrl; how
practitioners work with young people on their online
behaviour; the importance of involving parents and carers;
and how children and young people’s views have been
incorporated into the development and implementation of
the service.
Listen to the podcast: Building children and young people’s

•

Be there to listen
Regularly ask how they're doing so they get used to talking
about their feelings and know there's always someone to listen
if they want it. How to start a conversation with your child
• Support them through difficulties
Pay attention to their emotions and behaviour, try to help
them work through difficulties. Help with difficult behaviour
and emotions
• Stay involved in their life
Show interest in their life and the things important to them.
• Encourage their interests
Being active or creative, learning new things and being a part
of a team help connect us with others and are important ways
we can all help our mental health.
• Take what they say seriously
Listening to and valuing what they say, without judging their
feelings, in turn makes them feel valued. The Anna Freud
Centre support guide
• Build positive routines
We know it still may not be easy, but try to reintroduce
structure around regular routines, healthy eating and exercise.
Sleep tips for children

Have created a free set of videos in
line with this year's Safer Internet
Day theme of 'An internet we trust:
exploring reliability in the online
world'.
• The first video is about misinformation and
disinformation (16m) - what they are, why they're
created and disseminated, and strategies for
understanding and reacting to each. This video contains a
section about conspiracy theories.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us0DI9QYa-8
• The second is a case study covering The Momo Challenge
(16m). We look at the real history of the 'Momo'
character, the dramatic and often unsubstantiated news
stories that caused the myth to spread, and reasons why
we often react this way to hoaxes and trolling.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPKtMfBO-FY
• The third is an examination of the Boston Marathon
Bombings in 2013 (13m). This discusses the role of
amateur online investigators in the case and the
problems they caused for the real investigation. We talk
about the way information is created and spread in tense,
emotional situations, and the best way to react to
unfolding news under these circumstances.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhrIACaSe9g

Top tips for going back to school or college
• Be prepared
Make sure they're prepared for and understand what's
different about being back. Talk about how things have
changed – like staggered returns, the introduction of regular
testing, cancellation of exams and whether they are able to see
all their friends or teachers.
• Focus on the good things
Reassure them the current situation will not last forever and
that any negative feelings they have should pass. Discuss the
future, find out what they're looking forward to and try to
focus on those positives when they're worried.
• Talk about being careful
Make things as safe as possible, as well the things they can do
themselves to stay safe from the virus. This should help ease
any anxiety – for them and for you

Each of these videos contains advice on how to approach all
of the issues covered and aims to provide a basis for critically
appraising such information in the future. They're not tied to
internet safety day, even though they fit the theme.

More advice and tips—NHS UK

Data Analysis per child 1st January 2021 —28th February 2020
TOTAL AMOUNT OF INCIDENTS
>
>
>
>
>

Domestic Abuse incidents:
Urgent Child Protection—STRAT:
Domestic Abuse Triage:
MASH discussions:
Total amount of children affected :

OUTCOMES FOR ALL INCIDENTS
1413
251
881
123
1788

>
>
>
>
>

Section 47—Child Protection:
Single Assessment—Managed with children social care:
Universal Services—Single agency, targeted support:
Early Help
NFA—No role for children's service:

140
218
267
170
189

