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Special Points to Note: 
 

Mental Health Awareness Week 
2021: toolkit of resources 
Two toolkits - one for primary 
schools, one for secondary schools 
& FE settings - full of resources for 
students and staff for Mental 
Health Awareness Week 2021. 
Mentally Healthy Schools 
 

Children’s rights and parental 
responsibilities in a digital world 
Parenting for a Digital Future has 
published a blog discussing 
children’s rights and parent and 
carers responsibilities  
 

Domestic Abuse Act 
Community Care has published an 
article in which the Domestic Abuse 
Commissioner explains how the 
Domestic Abuse Act 2021 will 
impact on practitioners and local 
authorities in England. The article 
covers children as victims of 
domestic abuse. Community Care 
 

Child Safeguarding Practice Review 
Panel: annual report 2020 
Gov.UK 
 

Special educational needs: analysis 
and summary of data sources 
Analysis and links to data sources 
on children and young people with 
special educational needs (SEN) or 
a disability in England. Gov.uk 
 

Parents – scare or prepare? 
Schools often receive warnings 
about ‘bad’ apps, sites or games or 
new dangerous challenges online. 
But should you pass this onto 
parents? We say…no. LGFL new 
DfE guidance ‘Harmful online 
challenges & hoaxes’ 
 

Online Safety Bill 
The Government has announced 
the publication of the draft Online 
Safety Bill to protect children online 
and tackle some of the worst 
abuses on social media. Gov.UK 

Useful Contact Numbers 
MASH - SPOC : 0121 569 3100          LA Prevent Team:  0121 569 2252  
Tipton COG: 0121 569 7291                   Wednesbury COG: 0121 569 7294 
West Bromwich COG: 0121 569 7293         Oldbury COG: 0121 569 7295 
Rowley COG: 0121 569 7296          Smethwick COG:  0121 569 7297 
LADO: 0121 569 4770           Exploitation Team: 0121  569 2524/8391 

 

Welcome to May’s edition of Sandwell Education Newsletter, where  we  aim to update you on all things safeguarding in education, 
including potential training opportunities and useful links. 

Child mental 
and emotional 
health 
Over the last 
year, the NSPCC 
have grown 

concerned about the impact of the pandemic 
on children’s wellbeing and on young people 
living in homes that aren’t safe. Our 1,200 
Childline volunteer counsellors, as well as 
supporters and partners have worked hard to 
keep the service open to give young people 
somewhere to turn. NSPCC’s latest Childline 
data shows the huge toll the pandemic has 
had on young people.  
From 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021: 
• our Childline service has carried out 

73,088 counselling sessions about mental 
or emotional health 

• 5,646 of these counselling sessions were 
with children aged 11 or under, an 
increase of nearly a third (29%) when 
compared to the year before 

• we also delivered 16,610 counselling 
sessions about abuse 

• counselling sessions about emotional 
abuse increased by 18% when compared 
to the year before. 

 

We’ve seen that many children have been 
proactive in taking steps to support their own 
emotional wellbeing during this time. More 
young people have been accessing our online 
Childline resources, information and tools to 
support their mental health in ways that are 
helpful to them.  Now we want to see the 
government invest in a plan for children that 
goes beyond catching up on lessons and 
includes more mental health support both in 
the classroom and in the community. 
Further information NSPCC  

Schools / colleges to benefit from 
boost in expert mental health 
support 
The Department for Education (DfE) has 
announced £17 million in mental health 
funding for schools and colleges in 
England to help them recover from the 
challenges of the coronavirus 
pandemic. The funding includes: £9.5 
million for schools to train a senior 
mental health lead from their staff in 
the next academic year; and funding for 
a Wellbeing for Education Recovery 
programme to provide free expert 
training, support and resources for staff 
dealing with children and young people 
experiencing additional pressures from 
the last year including trauma, anxiety, 
or grief. Separately, the DfE has 
published a blog outlining mental 
health support in schools.  
For more information see Gov.uk 

Goodbye, Good Luck and Welcome 

As some of you may be aware Sharon 
Palmer will be leaving the MASH 
Education Team and returning back to 
attendance and Prosecution in June. 
I’m sure you will all agree she has been 
a valued member of our team the past 
12 months+ and will be sadly missed. 
We wish her all the best in her 
transition back to attendance. 
 

Joining us will be Louise Atkinson who 
some of you may know from her 
previous role as Senior Targeted Family 
Support Worker for Tipton COG. 
Welcome Louise I know you will be 
asset to our team. 

https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/mental-health-awareness-week-2021-toolkit
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/parenting4digitalfuture/2021/05/05/gc25/
https://www.communitycare.co.uk/202https:/www.communitycare.co.uk/2021/05/13/new-domestic-abuse-legislation-means-social-workers/1/05/13/new-domestic-abuse-legislation-means-social-workers/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-safeguarding-practice-review-panel-annual-report-2020?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=f2f94011-07a9-4764-ae06-d302913c2ef0&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sen-analysis-and-summary-of-data-sources?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=1c25cecd-927a-42cc-a789-91def96a809f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sen-analysis-and-summary-of-data-sources?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=1c25cecd-927a-42cc-a789-91def96a809f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sen-analysis-and-summary-of-data-sources?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=1c25cecd-927a-42cc-a789-91def96a809f&utm_content=daily
https://safeblog.lgfl.net/2018/11/parents-scare-or-prepare/
http://harmful%20online%20challenges%20and%20online%20hoaxes/
http://harmful%20online%20challenges%20and%20online%20hoaxes/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-online-safety-bill
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/emotional-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/emotional-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/our-services/childline/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/children-counselling-sessions-covid-pandemic/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Thousands%20of%20young%20people%20speak%20to%20Childline%20about%20mental%20health%20and%20abuse%20during%20th
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/schools-and-colleges-to-benefit-from-boost-in-expert-mental-health-support


SCSP Update 
SCSP EVENTS via MS Teams Live 
Safeguarding Today; What you need to know – THURSDAY 20 MAY 2021 (09:00 - 13:30) – TICKETS ARE 
AVAILABLE VIA EVENTBRITE.   

 

Conference targeting neglect – TUESDAY 8 JUNE 2021 (09:30 – 15:00) – TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE VIA EVENBTBRITE.   
Join the conference to hear from: 
• Sandwell Children’s Safeguarding Partnership  • NSPCC 
• Emeritus Professor Jan Horwath    • Action for Children and Murray Hall Community Trust 
• Kerry Littleford 

Book now to avoid disappointment.  
 

GCP2 TRAINING  
There are some new dates with places available on the GCP2 training sessions.  This training is proving to be popular.  Click 
here to book your place on this training and other training.   

Data Analysis per child  1st April 2021 —30th April 2021 

 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF INCIDENTS                         OUTCOMES FOR ALL INCIDENTS                 

>   Domestic Abuse incidents:                 526  >   Section 47—Child Protection:              86                

>   Urgent Child Protection—STRAT:  140  >   Single Assessment—Managed with children social care:                 81 
>   Domestic Abuse Triage:      304   >   Universal Services—Single agency, targeted support:               80 

>   MASH discussions:         43       >  Early Help              72 
>   Total amount of children affected :      709                      >   NFA—No role for children's service:               94 

New guidance on perplexing presentations and 
fabricated or induced illness in children 
The RCPCH has today launched new guidance for 
paediatricians on Perplexing Presentations (PP), 
Fabricated or Induced Illness (FII) in Children. This 
updates the College’s 2009 guidance and aims to 
support paediatricians when involved with these 
sometimes very difficult cases. 
Dr Alison Steele, Officer for Safeguarding at the RCPCH, 
said “It is very rare for parents or carers to deliberately 
induce illness in a child by, for example, poisoning them 
or withholding treatment. Most cases are based on 
incorrect beliefs or misplaced anxiety which, unchecked, 
can cause children to undergo harms ranging from 
missing school and seeing friends, to undergoing 
unnecessary and painful or even harmful tests and 
treatments. Paediatricians, and other professionals, 
have a duty of care to the child but, in almost every 
case, their work will form part of a collaborative 
approach which involves the parent or carer as well as 
the child. 
This guidance is extremely important for paediatricians 
but we hope it will also be useful for those who work in 
the wider areas of child health, including GPs and others 
concerned with safeguarding of children, including 
social workers, police and education staff.” For more 
information see RCPCH 

Getting mental health support for your child 
Speak to their GP 
Supporting a child with a mental health problem like depression or 
anxiety can be really hard and it’s important for a young person to 
speak to their GP about professional help if they’re struggling. This 
should be the first step you take if you’re worried a child may have a 
mental health problem. Sometimes a GP will prescribe medication 
to help a child or young person with depression or anxiety 
symptoms. Your child may want to speak to their GP on their own or 
they may want you to be there with them.  
 

Talk to the child about Childline 
Childline is a free and confidential service for young people under 
18. Children can talk to a trained counsellor over the phone, online 
via 1-2-1 chat or via email about anything that’s worrying them, 24 
hours a day. Many young people find it easier to be honest about 
their mental health with someone they don’t know. Childline also 
have lots of information and advice for young people on how to 
cope with mental health problems,  and coping techniques for: 
• Depression 
• Anxiety and managing anxiety 
• Suicide and coping with suicidal feelings 
• Eating problems and body image 
• Building confidence and self-esteem 
• Mental health and Child and adolescent mental health services. 
 

Ask about a referral to CAMHS 
If your child has been feeling unhappy or anxious for a long time, or 
is showing signs of self-harm or suicidal thoughts, it’s important to 
consider professional help so that they can get the support they 
need. Child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS) is a free 
NHS service for children and young people under 18. CAMHS can 
help young people who are struggling with serious mental health 
problems such as depression, anxiety, self-harm, panic attacks or 
eating problems. Referral is usually done through your child’s GP 
and unfortunately it can take up to several weeks for an initial 
assessment. Social services can also refer young people to CAMHS if 
they’re already supporting your child.  
 

 
Child development 
The Association of Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health 

(ACAMH) has released a video of a lecture by 
consultant community paediatrician Dr Max Davie 
discussing what mental health professionals working 
with children and young people need to know about 
child development. For more information see ACAMH 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/safeguarding-today-what-you-need-to-know-tickets-150499164051
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/neglect-conference-tickets-146416374317
https://training.sandwelllscb.org.uk/events-list?c=28
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news-events/news/new-guidance-perplexing-presentations-fabricated-or-induced-illness-children
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/children-counselling-sessions-covid-pandemic/#
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/1-2-1-counsellor-chat/
https://www.childline.org.uk/login/?returnPath=%2flocker%2finbox%2f
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/feelings-emotions/depression-feeling-sad/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/about-anxiety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/managing-your-anxiety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/mental-health/suicide/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/mental-health/coping-suicidal-feelings/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/eating-problems/anorexia/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/you-your-body/my-body/how-you-look/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/feelings-emotions/building-confidence-self-esteem/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/mental-health/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/mental-health/child-adolescent-mental-health-services/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/children-counselling-sessions-covid-pandemic/#
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/self-harm/
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/mental-health-services/child-and-adolescent-mental-health-services-camhs/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/schools-and-colleges-to-benefit-from-boost-in-expert-mental-health-support

